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     Co-Foundersô Message   
  

 

April 30, 2010 

Our Report this year is aptly titled Complete The Mission!  After an amazing 12-year journey, we are within 

sight of an extraordinary milestone ï groundbreaking for the American Veterans Disabled for Life Memorial.  With 

the significant achievements in our capital campaign in 2008, during 2009 we focused our efforts on the required 

design approvals.  We are pleased to report that the U.S. Commission of Fine Arts granted final design 

approval last July. The facing page, ñ24 Steps For Establishing A Memorial In The Nationôs Capital,ò summarizes 

our accomplishments-to-date and the remaining challenges. 

 

We are pleased to report continuing profitability in 2009, with net income of $509,243, and net assets at 

December 31, 2009 of $15,133,051.  Combined with pledges and commitments, our remaining capital campaign 

goal stands at $3.762 million (with strong results for 1
st
 quarter 2010, our goal is now less than $3.5 million).  The 

Foundationôs success in 2009 was made possible by the selfless dedication and passion of our dedicated staff, 

donors and supporters.  Heartfelt thanks are due to our devoted Board of Directors, Advisory Board, Management 

Team, Veterans Service Organization partners and the numerous corporations and individuals who share our mission 

to honor the service and sacrifice of the more than three million living disabled veterans, and the memories of those 

who have passed.  

We are truly honored to have been chosen by the United States Mint to receive financial support from the sale 

of the 2010 American Veterans Disabled for Life Silver Dollar.  The outpouring of public support for the coin 

coupled with the brisk pace of coin sales from our community is a testament to the commitment of our nation to 

honor the service and sacrifice of disabled veterans.    

Our journey to construct the American Veterans Disabled for Life Memorial continues to remind us of the 

reason we embarked on this mission in the first place.  To be the catalyst for the first national tribute which honors 

the sacrifice and valor of disabled American veterans is not only a historic calling, but also is an opportunity to 

reaffirm our commitment to upholding the liberties of our nation.  

The overwhelming support from concerned citizens, the corporation community and Veterans Service 

Organizations is a sign of infinite encouragement for the purpose behind our efforts.  To our legions of supporters, 

thank you again for your heartfelt enthusiasm and commitment to the American Veterans Disabled for Life 

Memorial.  We invite you to continue your support and make a generous gift.  Your contribution will help assure the 

Memorial becomes a reality.   

Help us Complete The Mission!   

   

 

 

Lois Pope                                                                                                                                         Arthur H. Wilson 

Co-Founder and Chairman                                                                                                 Co-Founder and President 

 

 



 

      

    Steps for Establishing a Memorial in the Nationôs Capital 
Source: National Capital Memorial Commission, Feb. 2001, Pages 167-168 

 

 
Initiation  

R 1 Memorial sponsor seeks National Capital Memorial 

Commission (NCMC) staff assistance to review the 

requirements and process established by the 

Commemorative Works Act (CWA) and its 

applicability to the proposed memorial. 
 

Legislation 

R 2 Memorial sponsor seeks a Senator or Representative 

who is willing to draft and introduce a bill to authorize 

establishment of the memorial.   

R 3 Staffs of NCMC, member of Congress who will         

introduce bill and authorizing committees draft a bill 

that conforms to the provisions of the CWA. 

R 4 Congressman and/or Senator introduce bill authorizing 

the memorial and designating the sponsor as the entity 

responsible for its erection at no cost to the federal 

government.   

R 5 NCMC considers proposed authorizing legislation to 

establish its views pursuant to CWA. 

R 6 Chairmen of House and Senate authorizing sub-

committees solicit views of NCMC, may hold hearings 

on proposed authorizing legislation, and take action on 

a bill before sending it to the full House and Senate for 

a vote on the bill. 

R 7 President signs bill into law if passed by Congress. 

R 8 Memorial sponsor organizes the structure of the entity 

that will establish the memorial and begins planning 

for fund-raising efforts. 
 

Site Selection & Approval 

R 9 If requested by the sponsor, the Secretary of the 

Interior seeks the advice of NCMC to determine 

whether the memorial warrants placement in Area 1. 

Secretary, if requested, notifies Congress of a 

determination that the subject is of preeminent and 

lasting historical significance so that Congress can 

consider passage of legislation authorizing an Area 1 

location. 

R 10 Memorial sponsor works with staff of NCMC to 

identify potential sites and prepare alternative site 

study and accompanying preliminary environmental 

analysis. 

R 11 Memorial sponsor submits alternative site study and 

accompanying preliminary environmental analysis to 

NPS for approval of preferred site. After consultation 

with NCMC, NPS approves a preferred site on behalf 

of the Secretary of the Interior. 

R 12 NPS submits approved site to the National Capital 

Planning Commission (NCPC) and the Commission of 

Fine Arts (CFA) for approval and initiates consultation 

with the State Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO). 
 

 

 

Design Approval 

R 13 After site approval by NCPC and CFA, and comment 

by SHPO, the design process begins.  

R 14 Memorial sponsor selects (1) a designer, or (2) a 

coordinator for design competition, if a competition is 

to be held.  Individual characteristics of proposals may 

require additional related actions, the combination of 

two or more actions, or a change in the order of steps 

as outlined in this guide. 

R 15 Memorial sponsor selects preferred design concept 

and meets with NPS to discuss issues that design may 

present. After possible refinements, sponsor submits 

the design concept and accompanying environmental 

assessment to NPS for approval. NPS reviews design 

concept and, upon concurrence, submits it to NCPC, 

CFA, and SHPO. 

R 16 NPS reviews design concept and, upon concurrence,     

submits it to NCPC, CFA, and SHPO. 

R 17 Memorial sponsor, in close coordination with NPS, 

refines the design concept on the basis of agency 

comments and submits preliminary design to the 

landholding agency who, upon approval, submits it to 

NCPC, CFA, and SHPO. 

R 18 Memorial sponsor, in close coordination with NPS, 

refines preliminary design on the basis of agency 

comments and submits final design to NPS who, upon 

approval, submits it to NCPC, CFA, and SHPO. 

 19 Memorial design team completes final drawings and 

specifications in close coordination with NPS.  

In progress - to be completed by 7/1/10. 

 

Fundraising & Construction  

 20 Memorial sponsor completes fund-raising.   

$3.5 million remaining for completion. 

 21 Memorial sponsor submits to NPS final drawings and    

specifications, cost estimate, and evidence of funds on 

hand, plus 10 percent cash payment of design and 

construction costs for maintenance. The sponsor seeks 

final approval by the Secretary of the Interior.   

To be submitted 7/1/10. 

 22 NPS issues a construction permit on behalf of the 

Secretary of the Interior.   TBA 

 23 Memorial sponsor begins construction and preparation 

of operation, maintenance, and preservation plans for 

the memorial.   TBA   

 24 Memorial is dedicated and transferred to NPS for 

management with accompanying as-built operation, 

maintenance, and preservation plans. TBA 

 

R = Completed Steps 

 

 

 

 



 

 

     Location 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The American Veterans Disabled for Life 

Memorial will be located on a 2.4 acre 

triangular site in southwest Washington 

D.C. bounded on the west by 2
nd

 street, on 

the east by Washington Avenue, and on 

the south by opposing entrance ramps to 

Interstate 395. 



 

 

 

     Virtual Memorial 
 

 
The Foundation has launched a new, interactive component to the Memorialôs website -- the ñVirtualò Memorial.  

From a birdôs-eye perspective of the Memorial, website visitors can tour the Memorial, with small pop-up windows 

crediting the generous donors who have contributed to a specific item, or identifying available items, such as the 

dramatic glass panels, the Wall of Gratitude, cypress trees, or even  granite benches or pavers.  By clicking a 

ñContributeò link, a website visitor can donate for a specific item and forever be linked to this place of gathering, 

reflection and contemplation. 

 

To visit the Virtual Memorial, click the link on the www.avdlm.org home page. 

 

 

 

 

 

Pond Cypress Tree 
Å Available 

Military Service Seals 
Å Available 

Star Fountain & Flame 
Å The Lois Pope Life Foundation 

Glass Wall 
Å Perot Foundation 

East Face, Wall of Gratitude 
Å DAV  

Bronze Sculpture 
Å AT&T 

American Flag 
Å Available 

http://www.avdlm.org/


 

 

 

     Highlights To-Date and Still Ahead  
 

 

Design Review & Approvals   
 The U.S. Commission of Fine Arts (CFA) granted final design approval in July 2009.  In addition to 

hearings before the Commission in March, May & July, the Commissioners conducted site visits and 

viewed full-scale mock-ups of the art and sculptural design elements.  Representatives of the National 

Capital Planning Commission, Architect of the Capitol and National Park Service also attended the 

hearings and site visits. The CFA design approval was a critical milestone in the journey towards 

groundbreaking. 

 

 The final submission to the National Capital Planning Commission is slated for June 2010, with 

construction documents & permit applications to be submitted to the National Park Service in July 2010. 

 

 Infrastructure improvements, principally street & road work surrounding the Memorial site, gained 

important momentum with a $2.85 million Grant from Federal Highways Administration in November 

2009. 

2010 American Veterans Disabled for Life Silver Dollar 
 The United States Mint officially released the 2010 American Veterans Disabled for Life Silver Dollar 

on February 25, 2010.  Honoring military veterans disabled in service to our country, the commemorative 

keepsake directly benefits the American Veterans Disabled for Life Memorial as surcharges collected 

from sales are authorized to benefit the Disabled Veteransô LIFE Memorial Foundation.  The collector 

proof and uncirculated silver coins have a maximum mintage of 350,000 coins.   Additional information 

about purchasing a silver dollar is on the following pages.   

Support from Veterans Service Organizations  
 AMVETS approved a gift of $100,000 for the Memorial.  

 

 Donations from DAV Departments, Chapters, Members and Auxiliary Units -- which are now matched two 

dollars-for-dollar by DAV National -- reached $1.1 million, with total support from DAV exceeding $5 

million.  

 

 In addition to DAV, the Memorial is endorsed by AMVETS, Paralyzed Veterans of America (PVA), 

Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States (VFW), Air Force Association (AFA), Catholic War 

Veterans (CWV), American Legion, Blinded Veterans Association (BVA), Military Order of the Purple 

Heart (MOPH), National Amputation Foundation, Reserve Officers Associations, The Independent Budget, 

The Wounded Warrior Project and many other local and national Veterans Service Organizations. 

 

Public Support  
 LIFE (Leaders In Furthering Education) a separate 501(c)(3) organization, again designated the Memorial 

as a beneficiary of its annual Lady In Red Gala and International Wine Auction.  Since 2007, patrons of 

LIFEôs events have raised almost $2 million for the Memorial. 

 

 TriWest Healthcare Alliance, a Phoenix-based company that partners with the Department of Defense to 

support the healthcare needs of 2.9 million members of Americaôs military families, gave a substantial 

donation of $250,000 to DVLMF in February 2010.   As part of its generous donation announcement, the 

company hosted the official launch reception for the 2010 American Veterans Disabled for Life Silver 

Dollar  in Washington D.C. 

 

 



 

 

 

     Highlights (continued) 
 

 
 DavCo Restaurants, Inc., one of the worldôs largest Wendyôs franchisees, united with DVLMF for two 

phases of an in-store fundraising promotion in honor of Memorial Day and Veteransô Day 2009.  Limited-

edition collectorôs mugs were sold at participating Wendyôs restaurants in the Washington D.C., Baltimore, 

Maryland, and Salisbury, Maryland metro areas with all proceeds going to the American Veterans 

Disabled for Life Memorial.  The mugs sold out in record time, with more than $60,000 raised for the 

Memorial during both phases of the in-store fundraising promotion.   

 

 QTC Management Inc., the nationôs leading private provider of examination services to the medical and 

disability community, made a significant contribution of $50,000 to DVLMF in February 2010.   

 

 The Isle Casino Pompano Park partnered with DVLMF for a fundraising promotion tied to Veteransô Day 

2009.  Through the gracious support of the Isle and casino patrons, funds were raised for the Memorial 

during daily poker tournaments. 

 

Friends Asking Friends Campaign  
 There are many ways to help the American Veterans Disabled for Life Memorial become a reality, and in 

2009 DVLMF launched a Memorial ñAmbassadorò program.  Ambassadors can create a personalized 

fundraising page that can be e-mailed to family and friends with the goal of soliciting additional donations. 

Ambassadors can create personalized messages and pages or choose from provided templates.   

Ambassador information and tips are available at www.avdlm.org/friendsaskingfriends.  

 

Project Architect Named  
 In November 2009, Washington D.C.-based architectural firm Shalom Baranes Associates, PC was named 

as Project Architect for the Memorial.  The Baranes firm will develop the final construction documents, 

coordinate all design initiatives and oversee construction of the Memorial.  The firm has played an integral 

role in shaping the development of the National Capital Region.  Its project list includes the Pentagon 

Building, Main Treasury Building and the U.S. Department of Treasury Headquarters. 

Social Media Campaign  
 DVLMF joined Facebook and Twitter to rally public support, generate donations and foster enthusiasm for 

the Memorial.  Almost immediately, both groups gained a tremendous following and continue to gain 

momentum.  The social networks have enabled DVLMF to engage with followers of the Memorial in an 

interactive, educational way.  To join us on Facebook, search keyword ñAmerican Veterans Disabled for 

Life Memorial.ò On Twitter, search keyword ñAVDLM.ò  
 

DVLMF National Spokesperson, Actor & Veteransô Advocate Gary Sinise  
 Since becoming the Memorial's spokesperson, Mr. Sinise has been traveling the country, supporting the 

Memorial's cause at events and conferences from coast to coast. Mr. Sinise spends much of his time raising 

awareness for the Memorial and appearing frequently with disabled veterans in fundraising forums, radio 

and television talk shows, and national meetings, including an appearance at the National Press Club. 

 

 

http://www.avdlm.org/friendsaskingfriends


 

ñThe memorial, as a reminder of what 

disabled veterans forfeited, is important. So 

too, (Dennis) Joyner says, is what the 

memorial also stands for: stone proof that 

life for the disabled doesnôt end on the field 

of battle.ò 

 

  

The Memorial ñIn the Newsò 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Full articles can be found at www.avdlm.org. 

ñôThe young men who have been killed or 

missing are on everybodyôs mind, and 

rightfully so,ô Diane (Musselmann) said. 

ñôBut there are more than 3 million living 

disabled veterans that people donôt 

recognize.ôò 



 

 

 

The Memorial ñIn the Newsò 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Full articles can be found at www.avdlm.org. 

 

 

ñésurcharges from the sale (of 

coins) will go directly to the 

Disabled Veteransô LIFE 

Memorial Foundation, the 

organization raising the private 

funds for the construction of the 

Memorial.ò 



 

 

 

2010 American Veterans Disabled for Life Silver Dollar 
 

 

The United States Mint officially released the 2010 American Veterans Disabled for Life Silver Dollar on 

February 25, 2010. In addition to being a keepsake commemorative, proceeds from the sales benefit the Disabled 

Veteransô LIFE Memorial Foundation.  The limited-edition coin honors more than three million permanently 

disabled veterans living today and pays tribute to all deceased disabled veterans from throughout our Nationôs 

history.   

The coin was officially launched by the Disabled Veteransô LIFE Memorial Foundation at a reception in the Russell 

Senate Office Building in Washington, D.C. Former Secretary of Veterans Affairs Anthony Principi; Director of the 

United States Mint Ed Moy; Senator Tim Johnson (D: South Dakota); U.S. Representatives Mark Kirk (R: Illinois) 

and Dennis Moore (D: Kansas); National Commander of the Disabled American Veterans (DAV) Bobby Barrera; 

Co-Founder and President of the Disabled Veteransô LIFE Memorial Foundation (DVLMF) and National Adjutant 

of the DAV Arthur H. Wilson; and President and CEO of TriWest Healthcare Alliance David McIntyre, among 

others, celebrated the launch. 

The collector proof and uncirculated silver coins have a maximum mintage of 350,000.  The United States Mint is 

offering a price of $43.95 for a proof coin and $35.95 for an uncirculated coin, plus shipping and handling.   

Each dollar is struck from 90% silver and 10% copper, weighing 26.73 grams and measuring 1.5 inches in diameter.  

The 2010 American Veterans Disabled for Life Silver Dollar can be ordered online at www.usmint.gov, or by 

phone 1-800-USA-MINT.  Hearing- and speech-impaired customers may order by calling 1-888-321-MINT (6468).   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
L-R: DVLMF Directors Gene A. Murphy, Gordon H. Mansfield,        L-R: Ed Moy, Arthur H. Wilson                                                                                                                        
Diane Musselmann, Arthur H. Wilson, Dennis A. Joyner 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
2010 American Veterans Disabled for Life Silver Dollar                          L-R: Anthony Principi, Dennis Moore, Mark Kirk 

http://www.usmint.gov/
http://www.avdlm.org/
http://www.avdlm.org/
http://www.avdlm.org/
http://www.triwest.com/
http://www.usmint.gov/mint_programs/commemoratives/index.cfm?action=2010AmericanVeterans
http://www.usmint.org/


 

 

     
Board of Directors 
 

 

Lois Pope, Co-Founder and Chairman 
 

In 1998, Lois Pope joined forces with DAV National Adjutant Arthur H. Wilson and the late Secretary of 

Veterans Affairs Jesse Brown to create the Disabled Veteransô LIFE Memorial Foundation.  Mrs. Pope 

and the Lois Pope LIFE Foundation have contributed $8.6 million, approximately 10% of the Memorialôs 

total cost.  

 

One of Americaôs leading philanthropists, since 1992 Mrs. Pope and her private charitable foundations 

have provided awards for medical research, scholarships, summer camp programs, humanitarian relief, 

performing arts, and animal welfare. Programs include: Unsung Hero Scholarships, the Guatemala Water 

Project, The Lois Pope LIFE Center, the International Achievement Award, Sudan Genocide Response 

Team, Ambulances for MDA, Lois Pope Pet Mobile, and The Cedars of Marin. 

 

Mrs. Pope is also the founder and President of Leaders In Furthering Education (LIFE), a 501(c)(3) public 

charity. LIFE raises funds through events such as The Lady in Red Gala, the Exclusive Wine Auction & 

Dinner, and a Golf Tournament.  Over the past 15 years, LIFEôs most significant donations include over 

$2 million to the Summer Camp program, $900,000 to college scholarships, $240,000 to Palm Beach high 

school programs and $2 million to the Disabled Veteransô LIFE Memorial Foundation.   

 

 

Arthur H. Wilson, Co-Founder and President 
 

Arthur H. Wilson is an outspoken advocate for the disabled, and considers it his duty to ensure that the 

American public understands the sacrifices made by disabled veterans.  Mr. Wilson served in Vietnam, 

the Philippines, Thailand, and Taiwan. 

 

Since 1994 Mr. Wilson has been the National Adjutant of the 1.2 million-member Disabled American 

Veterans (DAV), a non-profit congressionally chartered service organization that acts as the official voice 

of the nationôs wartime disabled veterans. As the DAVôs Chief Executive Officer, he manages all 

operations of one of Americaôs largest charitable institutions.   

 

Mr. Wilson serves on the Board of 

Trustees of the Intrepid Museum 

Foundation and the Board of Directors of 

the Veteransô Health Care Foundation.  

He is Vice Chairman of the DAV 

Charitable Service Trust and Vice 

President of the DAV National Service 

Foundation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Gene A. Murphy, Treasurer 

 

Mr. Murphy was paralyzed in 1969 by two gunshots 

to his right side while serving as an Army sergeant 

in Vietnam.  He holds the Purple Heart and the 

Bronze Star with V Device. Mr. Murphy was 

National Commander of the Disabled American 

Veterans (DAV) in 1987-88. He was named South 

Dakota's Handicapped Citizen of the Year in 1979 

and has frequently worked with the South Dakota 

legislature on disability and veterans' issues.  In 

1984, he was honored by the National DAV as the 

nation's Outstanding Disabled Veteran of the Year 

and has served for 20 years on the South Dakota 

Veterans Commission.  He is a member of the 

Paralyzed Veterans of America, Military Order of 

The Purple Heart, Veterans of Foreign Wars (VFW), 

the American Legion, and the South Dakota 

Veterans Council, for which he served as President 

in 1978-79.  He has been on the Board since 1998.  

Diane Musselmann, Director 

 
Diane Musselmann brings a wealth of experience 

and a unique perspective as a caregiver who 

partnered with her husband, Ken, to achieve many 

local and national leadership roles that impacted the 

quality of life of millions of disabled American 

veterans.  Her husband, Ken Musselmann, sacrificed 

his legs in Vietnam and as a result their lives 

changed forever. Mrs. Musselmann knows how to 

effectively advocate for the rights of disabled 

veterans, including education, training, services, 

financial assistance and a responsive healthcare 

system.  As an active caregiver, Mrs. Musselmann 

also knows that what happens on Capitol Hill and in 

State Houses across the country actually affects what 

happens in their homes on a daily basis.  She is a 

graduate of California State University at Long 

Beach, and has worked with special needs high 

school children for 20 years. She is a member and 

has held several offices in the Disabled American 

Veterans Auxiliary. She is also involved in her 

church and has played many roles in several civic 

organizations.  

Dennis A. Joyner, Director and Secretary   

 

Mr. Joyner became a triple amputee after a land 

mine explosion while on patrol in Vietnamôs 

Mekong Delta in 1969.  He was awarded the Bronze 

Star and the Purple Heart.  Mr. Joyner served as 

National Commander of the DAV in 1983-84, and 

currently serves as Secretary-Treasurer of the DAV 

National Service Foundation Board of Directors.  In 

1977 President Reagan named him the nation's 

Handicapped American of the Year, and he was 

honored as DAV's National Outstanding Disabled 

Veteran of the Year.  Mr. Joynerôs DAV leadership 

includes all elected offices in DAV Chapter 36 in 

Vandergrift, Pennsylvania, service as an officer in 

DAVôs Department of Pennsylvania, and two years 

as DAV Department of California Adjutant.  He 

served as President of the DAV Vietnam Veterans 

National Memorial Corporation from 1986 to 1998.  

Mr. Joyner is a graduate of Robert Morris College in 

Pittsburgh.  His professional experience includes 

four years as Westmoreland County Juvenile Service  

Center Accountant and as Fiscal Manager for the 

Westmoreland County Courts, Greensburg, 

Pennsylvania.  He was appointed Westmoreland 

County Court Administrator in 1979, and served on 

Pennsylvaniaôs Vietnam Herbicide Commission.  He 

was a budget analyst and manager for the Seminole 

County, Florida Office of Management and Budget 

from 1989 to 1998, when he was appointed Assistant 

Supervisor of Elections.  He served as Supervisor of 

Elections from 2004 to 2005.   Mr. Joyner was 

elected to the Board in June of 2008. 

 

Allen F. "Gunner" Kent, Director  

 

Mr. Kent was appointed adjutant general of the 

Veterans of Foreign Wars (VFW) in August 2005.  

Prior to his appointment he served as the Veterans 

Service Organization Liaison in the department of 

Veterans Affairs in Washington, D.C. from 1996 to 

2005.  Mr. Kent was on active duty with the U.S. 

Marine Corps from 1958 until 1982.  He served with 

the 17th Interrogation and Translation Team, 1st and 

3rd Marine Divisions in Vietnam in 1967-68, and 

did a six-month assignment with an Army advisory 

group.  He also participated in Operation Frequent 

Wind, the evacuation of U.S. personnel from Saigon 

on April 29-30, 1975.  During his military service he 

received a Bronze Star with Combat V device, the 

Navy Commendation Medal, the Combat Action 

Ribbon, the Vietnam Service Medal with four stars, 

the Armed Forces Expeditionary Medal, as well as 

several unit commendations, citations and foreign 

decorations.   Mr. Kent has served VFW as chairman 

of the Americanism Committee, vice chairman of 

both the National Legislative and National Security 

and Foreign Affairs committees, and was named all-

American Post and Department commander.  In 

1994 he was elected national commander-in-chief.  

He is currently a life member of VFW Post 9972 in 



 

Sierra Vista, Arizona, and was selected Arizonaôs 

ñYoung Vietnam Veteran of the Yearò for 1979.  His 

affiliations include the American Legion, AMVETS, 

Military Order of the Cootie, Marine Corps Mustang 

Association, Marine Corps League, Marine Corps 

Intelligence Association, Marine Corps Interrogator 

Translator Association and Vietnam Veterans of 

America.  Mr. Kent was elected to the Board in 

September of 2008. 

 

Gordon H. Mansfield, Director  
 

Mr. Mansfield served as Deputy Secretary of 

Veterans Affairs from 2005 to 2009 under President 

George W. Bush.  He previously served as VA 

Assistant Secretary for Congressional and 

Legislative Affairs from 2001 to 2004, and was 

Acting Secretary of Veterans Affairs from October 

to December 2007.   Prior to his appointment, Mr. 

Mansfield served as legislative advisor to the 

Secretary of Veterans Affairs, where he was 

responsible for the VAôs Congressional relations and 

for representing VA programs, policies, 

investigations and legislative agenda to Congress.  

Before joining the VA, Mr. Mansfield was executive 

director of the Paralyzed Veterans of America 

(PVA).  From 1981 to 1989 he held a number of 

positions at PVA, and served as the organizationôs 

first associate executive director of Government 

Relations.  Mr. Mansfieldôs role at PVA was 

instrumental in elevating the VA to a Cabinet-level 

department.  He also worked to help establish what 

is now known as the U.S. Court of Appeals for 

Veterans Claims, as well as important legislation 

including the Americans with Disabilities Act, the 

Disabled Voters Access Act, the Air Carrier Access 

Act and the Fair Housing Act.  Mr. Mansfield served 

as Assistant Secretary for Fair Housing and Equal 

Opportunity at the Department of Housing and 

Urban Development (HUD) from 1989 to 1993. 

Mr. Mansfield is a graduate of Villanova University.  

He began his legal studies at American University 

Law School, and earned his law degree at the 

University of Miami School of Law.  He served two 

tours of duty in Vietnam and sustained a spinal cord 

injury during the Tet Offensive of 1968.  He was 

decorated with the Distinguished Service Cross, the 

Bronze Star, two Purple Hearts, the Combat 

Infantrymanôs Badge, and the Presidential Unit 

Citation.  He was inducted into the Army Ranger 

Hall of Fame in 2007 and the U.S. Army Officer 

Candidate School Hall of Fame in 1997.  Mr. 

Mansfield was honored as the Outstanding Disabled 

Veteran of the Year at the 2006 national convention 

of Disabled American Veterans, and was inducted 

into the Spinal Cord Injury Hall of Fame in October 

2006.  He is a recipient of the Presidential 

Distinguished Service Award and the Villanova 

University Alumni Human Relations Medal.  Mr. 

Mansfield was elected to the Board in January of 

2009. 

 

In Memoriam 

Kenneth G. Musselmann, Director 

 

Everyone connected to DVLMF and the Memorial 

mourns the passing of one of our Directors and 

friends, Kenneth Musselmann.  Mr. Musslemann 

lost both his legs to gunshot wounds and a land mine 

explosion in Vietnam.  He held the Bronze Star and 

the Purple Heart.  He was DAV National 

Commander in 1986-87 and was the Adjutant of the 

DAV Department of California from 1989 to 2008.  

He held all elected officer positions in the DAV's 

Department of California, including that of State  

Commander, and was Chapter Commander of DAV 

Chapter 19 in Lakewood, California, where he is a 

lif e member.  Mr. Musselmann was selected 

California's Outstanding Disabled Veteran in1978  

and the DAV recruiter of the year in 2006 for 

bringing 346 disabled veterans into membership of 

the DAV Department of California.  He was 

appointed to the Board in 1998.  He is survived by 

his mother, Ruth Burrill; his wife of 43 years, Diane; 

daughter Kenna; son Matthew; and grandsons 

Hunter and Jared. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

     Advisory Board 
 

 

Michael Powell  
 

Mr. Powell was appointed to the Federal 

Communications Commission by President Bill 

Clinton on November of 1997 and was chairman 

of the commission under President George W. 

Bush from 2001 to 2005.  Mr. Powell, son of 

former Secretary of State Colin Powell and 

Alma Powell, was an armored cavalry officer in 

the U.S. Army stationed in Amberg, Germany 

when his military career ended after he sustained 

severe injuries during a training mission in 1987.  

He served as policy advisor to then Secretary of 

Defense Richard B. Cheney, clerked for the 

Honorable Harry T. Edwards, Chief Judge of the 

U.S. Court of Appeals for the District of 

Columbia Circuit, worked as a private attorney 

in the Washington D.C. office of OôMelveny & 

Myers, and was Chief of Staff of the antitrust 

division in the Justice Department for a year.  

Mr. Powell is a Trustee of the RAND 

Corporation, a Henry Crown Fellow of The 

Aspen Institute, and is on the boards of 

Georgetown University Law Center, Object 

Video, CMWare, and Cisco.  He received his 

law degree from Georgetown University Law 

Center and his undergraduate degree from the 

College of William and Mary. 

Anthony J. Principi  

Mr. Principi was Secretary of Veterans Affairs 

under President George W. Bush from 2001 

until 2005.  Prior to his nomination, Mr. Principi 

was president of QTC Medical Services, Inc., 

was senior vice president at Lockheed Martin 

IMS, and a partner in the San Diego law firm of 

Luce, Forward, Hamilton & Scripps.  Mr. 

Principi chaired the Federal Quality Institute in 

1991 and was chairman of the Commission on 

Service members and Veterans Transition 

Assistance established by Congress in 1996.  He 

was Deputy Secretary of Veterans Affairs from 

1989 to 1992, and was Acting Secretary of 

Veterans Affairs until 1993.  Following that 

appointment, he served as Republican chief 

counsel and staff director of the Senate  

Committee on Armed Services. From 1984 

to1988, he served as Republican chief counsel and 

staff director of the Senate Committee on 

Veterans' Affairs.  He was the Veterans 

Administration's assistant deputy administrator for 

congressional and public affairs from 1983 to 

1984, following three years as counsel to the 

chairman of the Senate Armed Services 

Committee.   Mr. Principi is a 1967 graduate of the 

U.S. Naval Academy at Annapolis, Maryland, and 

first saw active duty aboard the destroyer USS 

Joseph P. Kennedy.  After commanding a River 

Patrol Unit in Vietnam's Mekong Delta he was 

awarded the Bronze Star with V Device for valor 

and the Navy Combat Action Medal.  Mr. Principi 

earned his law degree from Seton Hall University 

in 1975 and was assigned to the Navy's Judge 

Advocate General Corps in San Diego, 

California. In 1980, he was transferred to 

Washington as a legislative counsel for the 

Department of the Navy.  

George Schaefer, Jr.  
 

Mr. Schaefer is a Vietnam veteran decorated with 

a Bronze Star. Upon leaving the Army in 1971, 

Mr. Schaefer joined Fifth Third Bancorp, 

headquartered in Cincinnati, Ohio.  He was Chief 

Executive Officer from 1990 until 2007, and 

Chairman of the Board of Directors until June of 

2008.  He held several executive positions with 

Fifth Third, including President and Chief 

Operating Officer.  Mr. Schaefer earned a 

Bachelor of Science in engineering from the U.S. 

Military Academy at West Point and a Masters in 

Business Administration from Xavier University. 

He is a Director of Wellpoint Inc., where he serves 

as a member of the Audit Committee, and is on the 

Boards of the University of Cincinnati Foundation, 

the Greater Cincinnati Fine Arts Fund, Taft 

Museum of Art, the Johnny Bench Scholarship 

Fund and the Health Alliance of Greater 

Cincinnati. He also served as Chairman of the 

Board of the Greater Cincinnati Chamber of 

Commerce. The Fifth Third Foundation made a 

$500,000 gift to the DVLMF. 

 



 

George Reenstra  

 

Mr. Reenstra began his aviation career as a 

helicopter pilot for the Army Special Forces and 

Navy Seals in Vietnam in the late 1960ôs.  He 

was awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross, the 

Navy Commendation Medal with a V device, 

and 28 Air Medals. His civilian career began as 

a sales representative for Bell Helicopter in the 

early 1970ôs.  Throughout the 80ôs he was 

employed by Sikorsky Aircraft, responsible for 

the sale of  S-76 corporate helicopters.  Mr. 

Reenstra left Sikorsky to co-found Aircraft 

Services Group, an aircraft management firm 

located in New Jersey, and EVAS Worldwide, 

an aircraft safety device manufacturer. Mr. 

Reenstra is a graduate of William Paterson 

College.  He served as Ronald Reagan's 

helicopter pilot from 1978 until he was elected 

president of Aircraft Services Group. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mark ñRangerò Jones  
 

Mr. Jones left school at the University of Southern 

Mississippi to join the US Army in order to get 

medical benefits for his wife after she was 

diagnosed with an aneurism.  He went from mess 

hall cook to the Airborne Rangers, where he 

earned the nickname ñRangerò for his intensity 

and dedication in logging more than 4,000 

airborne jumps.  His reputation makes him the 

only person that former First Lady Barbara Bush 

trusts to jump with her husband, former President 

George H. Bush, on his well-known skydiving 

adventures.  Mr. Jones now runs his own 

company, The Ranger Group, LLC, a Service-

Disabled Veteran-Owned Small Business that 

provides a variety of services from medical 

supplies to construction and security services 

focusing on the Department of Defense.  In 2005 

he was asked by the Department of Defense to be 

its official spokesperson, and served as host of a 

series of television shows on ABC-TV focusing on 

military issues.  Mr. Jones served as the Top Aide 

to General Henry Shelton, Former Chair of the 

Joint Chiefs of Staff, and is currently a Trustee of 

Fisher House Foundation and Command and 

General Staff College Foundation.  He was named 

Volunteer of the Year by the Veterans 

Administration in 2008. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Financial Report for Fiscal Year 2009   
 

           
The Foundation continued its record of profitability in 2009 with net income of $509,243 and increase in net assets to 

$15,133,051.  Net assets are restricted for construction of the Memorial.  

 

 

 

           
 
 
 

          
 

At December 31, 2009, net assets, pledges and commitments totaled $22,995,893.   

 

Based upon the most current construction cost estimates and operating expense forecast, $3.762 million must be 

raised to Complete The Mission!   

 

 



 

 

 

     Honor Roll of Major Donors and Benefactors 
 

 

Lois Pope 
Lois Pope LIFE Foundation 

 

 
 

Disabled American Veterans 
 

H. Ross Perot, Sr. 
 

Leo Albert 
 

 

 

 

 

Leaders in Furthering Education (LIFE) 

 

 

 

 

 

Braman Family Foundation 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Peter G. Peterson 

 

 
 

 

 
 



 

 

 

     Corporations  
 

    

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

DavCo Restaurants 

   

    

 

  

 

 

 

     Veterans Service Organizations 
 

 

Disabled American 

Veterans 

 

 

 

 

Military Order of the 

Purple Heart Service 

Foundation 

 

 

Blinded American 

Veterans Foundation 

 

Veterans of Foreign 

Wars Foundation 

 

 

 

AMVETS 

 

 
 

 

     Endorsements 
 
 

Air Force Association American Legion AMVETS Blinded Veterans 

Association 

Catholic War 

Veterans 

Disabled American 

Veterans 

The Independent 

Budget 

Military Order of 

the Purple Heart 

Service Foundation 
 

National 

Amputation 

Foundation 

Paralyzed Veterans 

of America 

 Reserve Officers 

Association 

Veterans of Foreign 

Wars Foundation 

Wounded Warrior 

Project 

 

 

é and many other VSO chapters, posts and members. 

 

We also extend our heartfelt thanks to the more than one million grassroots donors  

who have contributed to the Memorial. 



 

 

 

 

     National Officers and Staff 
 

 

The American Veterans Disabled for Life Memorial 
Disabled Veteransô LIFE Memorial Foundation, Inc.  

6290 Linton Blvd., Suite 104, Delray Beach, FL 33484 

Phone: 800-331-7590 or 561-637-1525  

Fax: 561-637-1527 

 

Board of Directors  Advisory Board 
   

Lois Pope, Chairman  Michael Powell 

Arthur H. Wilson, President  Anthony J. Principi 

Gene A. Murphy, Treasurer 

Dennis A. Joyner, Secretary 

 George Schaefer, Jr. 

George Reenstra 

Diane Musselmann, Director  Mark ñRangerò Jones 

Allen F. ñGunnerò Kent, Director   

Gordon H. Mansfield, Director   

   

In Memoriam 
   

Kenneth G. Musselmann  Leo Albert 
   

Executive & Administrative Staff  

   

Rick Fenstermacher, Chief Operating Officer 

Barry Owenby, Project Executive 

Wendy Gueldner, Communications Manager 

Michael Corbett, Veterans Fundraising Coordinator 

Kristen de la Rosa, Office Manager 

 

 



 

 

 

     Disabled Veteransô LIFE Memorial Foundation, Inc. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
   
     Help Complete The Mission!   
 

 

 Support our fundraising efforts by making a donation.  Be sure to ask if your employer has a matching gift 

program.  Visit our website for details to donate online, by phone, or by mail. 

 Become a Memorial Ambassador and set up a personalized fundraising page that can be emailed to friends 

and family.  Visit our website and click on the ñSupport the Memorialò tab for step-by-step tips so you can 

become a Memorial Ambassador. 

 Encourage your company, or a corporation with which you do business, to make a financial contribution to 

the Memorial.   

 Purchase a 2010 American Veterans Disabled for Life Memorial Silver Dollar .  Visit www.usmint.gov 

to order your commemorative coins é they make great gifts, too. 

 Collaborate with your local veteransô service organizations to promote and support the Memorial. 

 Join our social networking groups on Facebook, Twitter, YouTube, LinkedIn and Gather. 

 

American Veterans Disabled for Life Memorial 
www.avdlm.org 

 
The Disabled Veteransô LIFE Memorial Foundation, Inc. was formed in 1998 as a 501(c)(3) 

non-profit organization.  Donations are tax deductible to the full extent of the law.   

This institution is an equal opportunity provider. 


