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     Co-Foundersô Message   
  

 

April 30, 2010 

Our Report this year is aptly titled Complete The Mission!  After an amazing 12-year journey, we are within 

sight of an extraordinary milestone ï groundbreaking for the American Veterans Disabled for Life Memorial.  With 

the significant achievements in our capital campaign in 2008, during 2009 we focused our efforts on the required 

design approvals.  We are pleased to report that the U.S. Commission of Fine Arts granted final design 

approval last July. The facing page, ñ24 Steps For Establishing A Memorial In The Nationôs Capital,ò summarizes 

our accomplishments-to-date and the remaining challenges. 

 

We are pleased to report continuing profitability in 2009, with net income of $509,243, and net assets at 

December 31, 2009 of $15,133,051.  Combined with pledges and commitments, our remaining capital campaign 

goal stands at $3.762 million (with strong results for 1
st
 quarter 2010, our goal is now less than $3.5 million).  The 

Foundationôs success in 2009 was made possible by the selfless dedication and passion of our dedicated staff, 

donors and supporters.  Heartfelt thanks are due to our devoted Board of Directors, Advisory Board, Management 

Team, Veterans Service Organization partners and the numerous corporations and individuals who share our mission 

to honor the service and sacrifice of the more than three million living disabled veterans, and the memories of those 

who have passed.  

We are truly honored to have been chosen by the United States Mint to receive financial support from the sale 

of the 2010 American Veterans Disabled for Life Silver Dollar.  The outpouring of public support for the coin 

coupled with the brisk pace of coin sales from our community is a testament to the commitment of our nation to 

honor the service and sacrifice of disabled veterans.    

Our journey to construct the American Veterans Disabled for Life Memorial continues to remind us of the 

reason we embarked on this mission in the first place.  To be the catalyst for the first national tribute which honors 

the sacrifice and valor of disabled American veterans is not only a historic calling, but also is an opportunity to 

reaffirm our commitment to upholding the liberties of our nation.  

The overwhelming support from concerned citizens, the corporation community and Veterans Service 

Organizations is a sign of infinite encouragement for the purpose behind our efforts.  To our legions of supporters, 

thank you again for your heartfelt enthusiasm and commitment to the American Veterans Disabled for Life 

Memorial.  We invite you to continue your support and make a generous gift.  Your contribution will help assure the 

Memorial becomes a reality.   

Help us Complete The Mission!   

   

 

 

Lois Pope                                                                                                                                         Arthur H. Wilson 

Co-Founder and Chairman                                                                                                 Co-Founder and President 

 

 



 

      

    Steps for Establishing a Memorial in the Nationôs Capital 
Source: National Capital Memorial Commission, Feb. 2001, Pages 167-168 

 

 
Initiation  

R 1 Memorial sponsor seeks National Capital Memorial 

Commission (NCMC) staff assistance to review the 

requirements and process established by the 

Commemorative Works Act (CWA) and its 

applicability to the proposed memorial. 
 

Legislation 

R 2 Memorial sponsor seeks a Senator or Representative 

who is willing to draft and introduce a bill to authorize 

establishment of the memorial.   

R 3 Staffs of NCMC, member of Congress who will         

introduce bill and authorizing committees draft a bill 

that conforms to the provisions of the CWA. 

R 4 Congressman and/or Senator introduce bill authorizing 

the memorial and designating the sponsor as the entity 

responsible for its erection at no cost to the federal 

government.   

R 5 NCMC considers proposed authorizing legislation to 

establish its views pursuant to CWA. 

R 6 Chairmen of House and Senate authorizing sub-

committees solicit views of NCMC, may hold hearings 

on proposed authorizing legislation, and take action on 

a bill before sending it to the full House and Senate for 

a vote on the bill. 

R 7 President signs bill into law if passed by Congress. 

R 8 Memorial sponsor organizes the structure of the entity 

that will establish the memorial and begins planning 

for fund-raising efforts. 
 

Site Selection & Approval 

R 9 If requested by the sponsor, the Secretary of the 

Interior seeks the advice of NCMC to determine 

whether the memorial warrants placement in Area 1. 

Secretary, if requested, notifies Congress of a 

determination that the subject is of preeminent and 

lasting historical significance so that Congress can 

consider passage of legislation authorizing an Area 1 

location. 

R 10 Memorial sponsor works with staff of NCMC to 

identify potential sites and prepare alternative site 

study and accompanying preliminary environmental 

analysis. 

R 11 Memorial sponsor submits alternative site study and 

accompanying preliminary environmental analysis to 

NPS for approval of preferred site. After consultation 

with NCMC, NPS approves a preferred site on behalf 

of the Secretary of the Interior. 

R 12 NPS submits approved site to the National Capital 

Planning Commission (NCPC) and the Commission of 

Fine Arts (CFA) for approval and initiates consultation 

with the State Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO). 
 

 

 

Design Approval 

R 13 After site approval by NCPC and CFA, and comment 

by SHPO, the design process begins.  

R 14 Memorial sponsor selects (1) a designer, or (2) a 

coordinator for design competition, if a competition is 

to be held.  Individual characteristics of proposals may 

require additional related actions, the combination of 

two or more actions, or a change in the order of steps 

as outlined in this guide. 

R 15 Memorial sponsor selects preferred design concept 

and meets with NPS to discuss issues that design may 

present. After possible refinements, sponsor submits 

the design concept and accompanying environmental 

assessment to NPS for approval. NPS reviews design 

concept and, upon concurrence, submits it to NCPC, 

CFA, and SHPO. 

R 16 NPS reviews design concept and, upon concurrence,     

submits it to NCPC, CFA, and SHPO. 

R 17 Memorial sponsor, in close coordination with NPS, 

refines the design concept on the basis of agency 

comments and submits preliminary design to the 

landholding agency who, upon approval, submits it to 

NCPC, CFA, and SHPO. 

R 18 Memorial sponsor, in close coordination with NPS, 

refines preliminary design on the basis of agency 

comments and submits final design to NPS who, upon 

approval, submits it to NCPC, CFA, and SHPO. 

 19 Memorial design team completes final drawings and 

specifications in close coordination with NPS.  

In progress - to be completed by 7/1/10. 

 

Fundraising & Construction  

 20 Memorial sponsor completes fund-raising.   

$3.5 million remaining for completion. 

 21 Memorial sponsor submits to NPS final drawings and    

specifications, cost estimate, and evidence of funds on 

hand, plus 10 percent cash payment of design and 

construction costs for maintenance. The sponsor seeks 

final approval by the Secretary of the Interior.   

To be submitted 7/1/10. 

 22 NPS issues a construction permit on behalf of the 

Secretary of the Interior.   TBA 

 23 Memorial sponsor begins construction and preparation 

of operation, maintenance, and preservation plans for 

the memorial.   TBA   

 24 Memorial is dedicated and transferred to NPS for 

management with accompanying as-built operation, 

maintenance, and preservation plans. TBA 

 

R = Completed Steps 

 

 

 

 



 

 

     Location 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The American Veterans Disabled for Life 

Memorial will be located on a 2.4 acre 

triangular site in southwest Washington 

D.C. bounded on the west by 2
nd

 street, on 

the east by Washington Avenue, and on 

the south by opposing entrance ramps to 

Interstate 395. 



 

 

 

     Virtual Memorial 
 

 
The Foundation has launched a new, interactive component to the Memorialôs website -- the ñVirtualò Memorial.  

From a birdôs-eye perspective of the Memorial, website visitors can tour the Memorial, with small pop-up windows 

crediting the generous donors who have contributed to a specific item, or identifying available items, such as the 

dramatic glass panels, the Wall of Gratitude, cypress trees, or even  granite benches or pavers.  By clicking a 

ñContributeò link, a website visitor can donate for a specific item and forever be linked to this place of gathering, 

reflection and contemplation. 

 

To visit the Virtual Memorial, click the link on the www.avdlm.org home page. 
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