








 

 

 

the purpose 

About the Foundation 
The Disabled Veterans’ LIFE Memorial Foundation was established  

in 1998 through the combined efforts of  philanthropist Lois Pope,  

Foundation Chairman; Arthur Wilson, National Adjutant of  the  

Disabled American Veterans and Foundation President; and the late  

Jesse Brown, former Secretary of  Veterans Affairs and the Foundation’s  

first Executive Director. Formed as a 501(c)(3) non-profit† organization,  

the Foundation’s sole objective is to raise the private funds needed to 

design, build and permanently maintain the Memorial. 

 
a lasting and worthy tribute 
Memorial contributions accepted at: 
The American Veterans Disabled for Life Memorial 
Disabled Veterans’ LIFE Memorial Foundation (DVLMF) 
2300 Clarendon Boulevard, Suite 302, Arlington, Virginia  22201-3367 
toll-free: 1-888-525-2009  web: www.avdlm.com 

 
† Contributions to the Foundation are tax-deductible under Section 509(a)(1)  
and 170(c), Title 26, of  the Internal Revenue Code of  1986. 
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Throughout our nation’s history, service men and women 

have gone bravely into battle, risking their lives and  

livelihoods, sacrificing their safety to defend America.  

And when their duty is done, many return home to life  

as it was. Sadly, for veterans seriously injured in the line  

of  duty, leaving the battlefield does not mark the end of  

conflict. These permanently disabled heroes often carry 

home life-altering disabilities—stern reminders of  the 

price of  freedom. 

 

America’s disabled veterans have honored us with their 

service and selfless duty. It is now our turn to honor them. 
 

They share a  dedication to the defense of freedom. The same 

spirit  that,  for generations,  has  defined America,  home of 

the brave.  They are the valiant soldiers ,  sailors,  a irmen,   

Marines and Coast Guardsmen of our nation’s  armed forces.  

They are our American veterans.  
 

Sponsored by Senator John McCain (AZ), former 

Senator Max Cleland (GA), and Representatives  

Sam Johnson (TX) and Jack Murtha (PA), Congress 

passed legislation authorizing the creation of  the 

American Veterans Disabled for Life Memorial in 

Washington, D.C. President Clinton signed the  

legislation into law in 2000. With the passage of  

Public Law 106-348, which specifically states that  

no federal funds may be used for the Memorial,  

the Disabled Veterans’ LIFE Memorial Foundation 

(DVLMF) was authorized to raise public funds to 

design, build and maintain this momentous Ameri-

can Memorial. The Memorial will honor all those 

veterans who were permanently disabled while 

serving in the United States Armed Forces. And with 

the help of  many generous citizens, organizations 

and corporations, it will become a reality. 

To revere and to remember .. .For the first 

time America will pay tribute to some of our most courageous 

heroes:  our disabled veterans.  The American Veterans  

Disabled for Life Memorial will celebrate these men and 

women who may be broken in body—but never in spirit.  

 

Transcending conflicts ,  service 
branches and generations, the American 

Veterans Disabled for Life Memorial will embody America’s  

lasting gratitude for the men and women whose lives  are 

forever changed in service to our country.  

 

Many have stepped forward in support of  this Memorial, 

offering whatever contribution they can, but there is still 

much to be done. It’s up to you—to all of  us. You can be  

a leader in this cause, and together we can make this 

well-earned honor a reality. This will be an enduring 

Memorial, and your support will speak to the world for  

generations to come—allowing all of  America to show 

their appreciation for our noble defenders. 

 

We owe them this honor. And we owe it to future  

generations who, by visiting this Memorial, will come  

to understand the true meaning of  character, dedication 

and patriotism. 

 

“...it was the price of their  
  blood and of your Independency; 
  it is therefore more than a common  
  debt, it is a debt of honor.”  
  President George Washington 

“God grants liberty only to those  
  who love it, and are always ready  
  to guard and defend it.”  

 Secretary of State, congressman  
 and senator Daniel Webster  

Adding to the beauty  of our nation’s  

capital,  the Memorial will soon become one of our 

country’s  treasured landmarks.  Commanding an  

impressive two-acre s ite within full view of the  

Capitol,  it  will  bring together vis itors of all  ages  

and backgrounds—a fitting tribute to the brave  

men and women who stand watch over America.  

 

Dedicated to both the living and the 

deceased—a setting for coming together  

or quiet meditation—the Memorial  

will hold a special place in the hearts  

of  all Americans,  and will serve as a 

never-ending reminder to all of  the  

cost of  human conflict. 

 

This unique and powerful design  

was conceived by Michael Vergason 

Landscape Architects, Ltd., and was 

approved in 2004 by the Commission 

of  Fine Arts and the National  

Capital Planning Commission. 

 

Through the juxtaposition of  marble 

and glass, the Memorial will convey 

an interplay of  strength and vulner-

ability, loss and renewal. At this 

sacred spot, all of  us—sons and 

daughters, wives, husbands and 

friends—will learn the important 

lessons of  courage, sacrifice,  

tenacity, loyalty and honor by 

bearing witness to the experiences 

of  our heroes who are disabled. 
 

The focal point of  the Memorial 

will be a star-shaped reflecting 

pool, its surface broken only by a single eternal 

flame. A grove of  trees will stand sentry beside  

the pool, signifying the persistence of  hope.  

“No person was 
 ever honored for 
 what he received. 
 Honor has been 
 the reward for 
 what he gave.”  

 President  
 Calvin Coolidge 



 

The American Veterans Disabled for Life Memorial 
DISABLED VETERANS’ LIFE MEMORIAL FOUNDATION, INC. 
6290 Linton Blvd, Suite 104, Delray Beach, FL  33484 

PH  (561) 637-1525  TF  (800)-331-7590  FX  (561) 637-1527 
 
 

Make a 
Contribution 
online today 

www.avdlm.com 
 




